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SECTION A: MALTESE HISTORY 

1. Look at the following sources and answer the questions. 

Now homeless, the Hospitallers were determined 

to renew the fight against the Muslims.  

Fortunately, Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor 

and ruler of the lands of the Crown of Aragon 

(including Sicily), had a ready answer.  He 

granted the Knights a magnificent charter in 

March 1530, in which he pointed out that they 

had “wandered for several years” and sought a 

“fixed residence”; he was ready to dispose in 

their favour of several dependencies of the 

kingdom of Sicily: Tripoli, on the coast of Africa, 

along with Malta and Gozo. In return, all that 

was required in ………..   

 
 

Source A: The Great Sea. A Human History of 

the Mediterranean  by David Abulaafia 

Source B 

1. From Source A, why was the Order of Saint John homeless? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. What was the intention of the Order of Saint John in the years immediately following their loss? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. How many years did the Order take to finally decide to settle in Malta?   

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Why were the Knights and the Muslims opponents? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. Emperor Charles V gave Malta to the Knights of Saint John under a number of conditions. 

Name one condition. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 
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6. The Order sent a commission to investigate Malta in 1524.  Mention one positive and one 

negative aspect about the Maltese Island pointed out by the Commission.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(2) 

7. Why did Charles V offer Malta to the Knights? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

8. Why did the nobility in Malta not welcome the Knights. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

9. Who was the Grand Master of the Order when the Knights arrived in Malta in 1530? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

10. Why did the Knights choose Birgu (considered small) as the place where to stay? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

11. Look at Source B.  Why do you think that the Knights were strongly against Charles V’s offer 

of defending the fort of Tripoli? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________(1) 

12. Some historians consider the catastrophe of 1551 as a blessing in disguise for the long rule of 

the Knights in the Maltese Islands.  Why do you agree/disagree? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________(1) 

13. Up to the siege of 1565 few defences were built by the Knights in Malta.  What does this 

suggest? 
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_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 14 Marks) 

2. Look at the following sources and answer the questions. 

La Valette had indeed become the toast of 

Christian Europe.  But nonetheless he did not 

allow this to go to his head.  His most 

immediate commitment was to repair the 

defences that had been razed to the ground; and 

this was pressing upon him because he believed 

that the Turks would very likely launch another 

attack on Malta.  But even so, now that it had 

been established that Malta was to remain the 

home and headquarters of the Order of Saint 

John, the caring Grand Master was dead intent 

on building a city which would be worthy of the 

future he could foresee for the Order and its 

Knights. 
 

Source C: The Knights of Malta by Joseph 

Attard 
Source D 

1. From Source C, why did La Valette become the toast of Christian Europe? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. The second sentence in this source shows that Grandmaster La Valette was (a)arrogant, 

(b)down to earth, (c)irritable, (d)lazy. 

3. Why were Malta’s fortifications “razed to the ground”? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Did the Turks attack Malta again with such a big force after 1565 ? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. The author Joseph Attard is sympathetic towards Grandmaster La Valette.  Which word or 

phrases show this. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 
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6. Who laid the foundation stone of the new city? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. Who was the architect that planned this city? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

8. This city was built on a tongue of land.  What was the name of this tongue? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

9. Why was this site chosen? Name one reason 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

10. Why was the new city built? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

11. Name one regulation set for the building of this new city? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

12. Name one advantage that this new city had over Birgu? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

13. Why were Western European leaders ready to invest in the building of this new city? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

14. Look at Source D. What was the major weakness of the star shaped fortress during the Great 

Siege? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total:14 Marks) 
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3. Look at the following sources and answer the questions.  

 

But the corso also played another very 

important role for the Hospitallers; 

especially during their residence in Malta. 

The corso was the essential backbone of the 

local economy and an essential source of 

income for the treasury.  It not only meant a 

steady influx of treasures, merchandise, and 

cash but also of slaves. The political 

development of the eighteenth century with 

its special treaties and alliances made it 

impossible for the Order to conduct an 

effective corso and the economic as well as 

the ideological and political consequences 

on the Order were disastrous.   

Source E: Source F:  Malta The Order of Saint John 

by Thomas Freller 

 

1. Look at Source E.  Name a symbol which shows that the vessel belonged to the Order of Saint 

John.  

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. Mention the island where the Knights started their naval activity. 

 (a) Holy Land, (b)Sicily, (c)Maltese Islands, (d)Rhodes, (e) Cyprus.                                       (1)   

3. From Source F, define the term corso? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Why were slaves very important to the Order of Saint John in Malta? Mention one reason. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. Mention one reason why Malta became an important centre for corsairing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

6. How did the Order protect Malta from Muslim corsairs? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. Name one benefit which Europe gained from the Knights’ corsairing activities. 



Page 7 of 13 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

8. How did the Order acquire profit from the corso? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

9. Apart for corsairing, mention another reason why the Knights kept a small fleet of galleys and 

vessels during their stay in Malta? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

10. Name the place where the Order repaired its galleys? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

11. In which naval battle did the Order take part in 1571? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

12. What was the outcome of this sea battle? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

13. Which structural change for the better did the Order’s Navy undergo during the 18
th

 century? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

14. Which  political development of the eighteenth century with its special treaties and alliances 

made it impossible for the Order to conduct an effective corso  activity? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 14 Marks) 
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SECTION B: EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL HISTORY 

 

4. Look at the following sources and answer the questions.  

 

 

 

Many new buildings were put up in this period.  

Filippo Brunelleschi (1377-1446) designed much 

of Florence singlehanded. He built the churches 

of Santo Spirito and Santo Lorenzo as well as the 

foundling hospital and the marvellous dome of 

Florence Cathedral.  What Brunelleschi did  in 

Florence, Michelangelo did in Rome.   

In addition to Leonardo, two other figures stand 

out in science, Copernicus (1473-1543), a Polish 

astronomer, argued that the sun, not the earth 

was the centre of the universe.  Vasalius (1516-

64), a Dutch man educated at Padua, wrote a 

“Description of the Human Body” illustrated by 

clearly-drawn woodcuts to depict every aspect of 

the human body.  Both these men were criticised 

for their observations, and Vasalius was forced 

to flee from Italy to Spain.   But each helped later 

scientists to progress in their respective fields.  

 

Source G: Source H: History In The Making: The Early 

Modern World 1450-1700 by John Jones 

1. Look at Source G. Which painting belongs to the Renaissance, the one on the right or the one 

on the left? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. Mention one characteristic of Renaissance art? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. Why did this movement start in Italy? Mention one reason.   

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. Source H mentions two cities which were centres of  Renaissance. Mention another city in Italy 

where Renaissance flourished not mentioned in Source H.  

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. Why is the period held as an age of rebirth for Western Europe? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 



Page 9 of 13 
 

6. Mention an area of progress in human activity  that is mentioned in Source H. 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. What was Dante’s contribution to the progress of learning at the time of the Renaissance?  

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

8. Mention one good aspect of the Renaissance Popes. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(2) 

9. Who is Leonardo mentioned in Source H? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

10. Explain briefly the contribution of the humanist scholar Copernicus. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

11. Which famous Renaissance artist produced works of art in the Vatican Sistine Chapel? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

12. What made Machiavelli famous? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

13. In Renaissance times most Italian states were ruled by noble families.   Name one of them and 

the state they ruled. 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

14. Why was printing an important invention?  Mention one reason.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 14 Marks) 

 

 

5. Look at the following sources and answer the questions.  
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On certain days in the year the people of this town could visit Duke 

Frederick of Saxony’s collection of holy relics.  These included a piece of 

Jesus’ swaddling clothes, a thorn from the crown which Christ wore before 

his Crucifixion, and one of the nails driven into his hands on the Cross.  

They could put money in a box and the Church said that their sins would be 

pardoned,  

When the coin in the coffer sings 

Then the soul to Heaven springs.  

The chief seller of these indulgences or pardons was a Dominican friar 

called John Tetzel.  Luther was furious.  Many people were giving money 

to Tetzel.   They would be better giving it to the poor.  He wanted to protest.  

So he wrote out ninety-five theses or arguments and nailed them to the door 

of Duke Frederick’s Castle Church.  Scholars read them and translated them 

for the poor to understand.  In them Luther dared to criticise the Roman 

Catholic Church to which all Christians in Europe belonged.   

 

Source I: History In The Making: The Early Modern World 1450-1700 by 

John Jones 

Source J 

1. To which movement is Source I referring? (a) Enlightenment, (b)Reformation, (c) Counter 

Reformation, (d)Age of Discovery.                                                                                             (1) 

2. Name a problem the Church was considered to have at the start of the 16
th

 century. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

3. How did critics of the Church usually end up in the Middle Ages? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

4. What was the name of Luther? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. Luther was a Protestant reformer in (a)Germany, ( b) France, (c)Italy, (d)Scotland, (e) Spain.(1) 

6. What were many priests of the Catholic Church actually selling at that time to collect money? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. How did they convince the people to give them this money? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

8. Why was Luther critical of indulgences? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 
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9. What were the Ninety-Five Theses? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

10. What were the main effects of this religious upheaval? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

11. Why was Emperor Charles V unable to overcome Lutheranism? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

12. Look at Source J.  What is Luther doing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

13. Why is this incident given so much importance? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

14. Mention one branch of Protestantism that emerged with the Reformation.  

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

6. Look at the following sources and answer the questions.  

It was quite common for eighteenth-century rulers to 

write political documents for the benefits of their 

successors.  In these “testaments” they would summarise 

their thoughts on the question of how their country was 

best governed.  Frederick the Great wrote his in 1752: 

An object of policy of the sovereign of this State is to 

preserve his noble class; for whatever change may come 

about he might perhaps have one which was richer, but 

never one more brave and more loyal. 

Idleness, self-indulgence, or weakness are the causes 

which prevent a Prince from working on the noble task of 

creating the happiness of his people.  Such sovereigns 

make themselves so contemptible that they become the 

butts and laughing-stocks of their contemporaries, and in 

history books their names are useful only for the dates…. 

A sovereign has not been raised to his high rank, the 

supreme power has not been conferred on him, to live 
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softly, to grow fat on the substance of the people, to be 

happy while all others suffer.  The sovereign is the first 

servant of the State.   

 

Source K: History in the Making: Britain, Europe and 

Beyond 1700-1900 by Martin Dickinson 

Source L: 

1. The last two paragraphs in Source K are a primary  source. Explain why.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

2. Frederick the Great wanted to preserve his noble class.  Was this an enlightened policy? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

 

3. From Source K write the phrase which Frederick the Great was famous for? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

 

4. What does this extract reveal about Frederick’s approach to the job of being king? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

5. Did Frederick the Great believe in the divine right of kings? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

6. What does the idea of the monarch as the “first servant of the state” mean? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

7. Source L shows the main three enlightened despots of Europe in the 18
th

 century.  Find the odd 

man out? (a) Catherine II, (b)Joseph II, (c)Frederick the Great, (d)Voltaire.                             (1) 

8. The Enlightenment is also referred as the Age of R__________________________               (1) 

9. The centre of Enlightenment was in (a)Italy, (b) Germany, (c) France, (d) Germany.               (1) 

10. Explain the term “enlightened despotism”. 



Page 13 of 13 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

11. What stand did the Catholic Church take about the Enlightenment?  

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

12. Why did it do so? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

13. Which event in European history made many people abandon the ideas of the Enlightenment? 

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

14. Give a long-term achievement of the Enlightenment. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________(1) 

(Total: 14 Marks) 

 

 

SECTION C: WRITE IN DETAIL ABOUT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING THEMES ON 

MALTESE HISTORY OR EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL HISTORY. 

1) One of the glories in Maltese history is the Turkish attack on Malta in 1565 known as the Great 

Siege. 

a) Name two reasons why the Turks attacked Malta in 1565? 

b) How did the Knights prepare Malta for the siege? 

c) Give reasons why the Turks failed to win the Maltese Islands. 

d) Why did the Knights and the Maltese won the Great Siege in spite of great odds.   

e) Name short term and long term effects of the Siege on Malta’s future development.   

2) The Order of Saint John carried out various projects in the Maltese Islands during its rule.   

Account for any two of these projects undertaken by Knights during their stay in Malta:       (a) 

The Sacra Infermeria, (b) Wignacourt Aqueduct, (c) Saint John’s Conventual Church, (d) The 

restoration of Mdina.  

3) Account for some of the major explorations and discoveries that took place in the late 15
th

 and 

16
th

 century in Western Europe.    

4) What do we mean by the term “Counter Reformation?”  Write about methods used by the 

Catholic Church in its attempts to defend itself during the Reformation crisis.  Write about it 

under the following three headings: (a) the Council of Trent, (b) the Jesuits, (c) the Inquisition.    

(16 Marks) 

 

 


